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Just the Facts: 

 
The truth about Conservative investments in science, research and 

the jobs of tomorrow 
 

“I will not stand here as an elected representative and say every single program in 
science will be funded forever. That's absurd. In fact, that's the antithesis of the 
scientific method.” 

- Hon. Tony Clement, Minister of Industry (Canadian Press, April 16, 2009) 
 
The Facts: 
 
Minister of State for Science and Technology Gary Goodyear claims that the 
Conservatives have invested $5.1 billion into science and research in Budget 2009, but 
this is not the case.  
 
The funding commitments the Conservatives cite to support this figure are not dedicated 
towards actual research projects, nor will the money necessarily even go towards 
infrastructure to create such projects.   
 
The Conservatives have barely maintained federal funding for science and technology 
research projects. Canada’s three granting councils—the Natural Sciences and 
Engineering Research Council, Canadian Institutes for Health Research and the Social 
Sciences and Humanities Research Council, are scheduled to undergo $148 million in 
cuts.   
 
According to Statistics Canada, total federal funding for science and technology in 2008 
was $365 million less than in 2005 when adjusted for inflation (Figure 1). 
 



 

Figure 1. Source: Statistics Canada, CANSIM 358-0001 
 

Universities have borne the brunt of the drop in funding. When adjusted for inflation, 
federal funding for university research in 2008 was $187 million less than in 2005 
(Figure 2). 
 

 

Figure 2. Source: Statistics Canada, CANSIM 358-0001 
 

Despite their claims to the contrary, the numbers clearly demonstrate science and 
technology research is not a priority for the Harper government. Federal expenditures 
on science and technology research, as a percentage of total federal expenditures, has 
fallen dramatically since the Conservatives took office in 2006 (Figure 3).  
 



 

Figure 3. Source: Statistics Canada, Science Statistics 
 

As a result, Canada is now falling behind its international competitors when it comes to 
research and innovation. In terms of investing in the research and development that will 
create the jobs of tomorrow, the U.S. stimulus plan allocates six times more funding per 
capita, on science and technology research, renewable energy and energy efficiency 
development than Canada (Figure 4). 
 

 

Figure 4. Source: Budget 2009, Pembina Institute, and American Recovery and Reinvestment 

Act. 
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